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…and help support vulnerable 
children across Cumbria

“This is a way of 
living out God’s 
concern for the 
vulnerable, and 
sharing some of the 
love I’ve received.” 
Rachel, 
foster carer 

Interested? If you 
would like to find out 
more please email 
claire.crisp@
cumbria.gov.uk

Our foster carers have an important role 
and as a ‘fostering friendly’ church you can 
help provide them with a network of support 
that allows them to change the lives of the 
vulnerable children and young people in their 
care. 
• A concern for the welfare of children is an 

important part of the Christian faith. “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”

 – Mark 10:14
• Always ensure a warm welcome for foster 

carers in your church.  
• Provide a supportive environment for those 

who foster. 
• Help us to celebrate fostering and foster 

carers through your prayers and sermons and by 
participating in campaigns, to raise the profile of 
fostering in Cumbria.

Become a
Friendly Church
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What is 
fostering?
Fostering is a way 
of providing a family 
life for children who 
cannot live with their 
own parents. 
    Often children will 
return home once the 
problems that caused 
them to come into 
foster care have been 
resolved and that it is 
clear that their parents 
are able to look after 
them safely. Others 
may stay in long-term 
foster care, some 
may be adopted, and 
others will move on to 
live independently.

Who are the 
children?
There are more than 
600 children in foster 
care, of all ages (0-18 
years of age) and from 
various cultural and 
social backgrounds, 
who are placed in 
foster care for many 
different reasons.
    They have a 
variety of unique 
needs and our 
carers, are required 
to provide a safe, 
healthy and nurturing 
environment and give 
these children the 
opportunity to live their 
life to the full.

Rachel’s story
Rachel and her husband, both church goers, have 
been fostering with us for two years. She said: “When 
we had the first baby placed with us we had just two 
hours’ notice! Two young mums at the church came 
round that evening with a bag of baby clothes and a 
pram. This kind of really practical support is wonderful 
and means so much.
    “For us fostering is very much tied in with our 
faith. This is a way of living out God’s concern for the 
vulnerable, and sharing some of the love I’ve received. 
I love having children around and you can also make a 
real difference to their lives.” 

Hazel’s story
“My husband and I have been fostering for 10 years 
now. We’re registered to foster children of all ages but 
we usually take children under two and only one child 
at a time. 
    “We are part of a local church with lots of children 
so we tend to get together with other families for 
outings and holidays.  Our family is very supportive, 
but it goes beyond that. We have our network of 
friends, the church, our social worker and the child’s 
social worker to support us. Everyone comes together 
to give this child the best start in life. It’s an awesome 
thing to be part of. We still see some of the children 
we have fostered and it is such a blessing to see them 
happy and doing well.”


